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Professor Lowry then introduced Dr. Campbell, who delivered the Oration. This
is published in full as a supplement to this number of the Journal.
At the conclusion of the Oration, Dr. John Rankin proposed a vote of thanks to
Dr. Campbell. He said previous orators had all known Robert Campbell, but this
was the first time one who had not enjoyed his friendship had made his contribution.
Robert Campbell was a scholar, and it was that happy blend of the scholarly and
the scientific mindl that made him such a dear and valuable friend. The vote of
thaniks was seconded by Dr. J. S. Morrow, who had been a colleague of the late
Robert Campbell in the Belfast Hospital for Sick Children, and in the Royal
Victoria Hospital. He said that the subject of the Oration was particularly appro-
priate to the occasion, inasmuch as the life of a surgeon was a constant conflict
against the dire results of the streptococcus and kindred organisms. He added that
Robert Campbell's memory is verv fragrant. He had been a brilliant stucdent, an
accomplished surgeon, a manl of wi(lest culture, the soul of honiour, and a great
friend.
Sir Thomas Houston, in supporting the vote of thanks, paid a fitting tribute to
the great value of Dr. J. S. Campbell's work of the past few years in the Royal
Victoria Hospital. With characteristic modesty, Dr. Campbell had not mentioned
his owIn work, but when his researches come to be written, they will surely establish
matny points of fundamenital importanice in the study of streptococci. WVe believe
that in its broad linies, Sir Thomas continued, the work donie in our laboratory and
that of Dr. Campbell have established a (lefinite classification of enterococci. The
French have a proverb that what is niot worth proving often cannot be logically
proved. There is such a thing as cumulative evidence and moral certainty without
complete logical proof. We may have to be content with this sort of evidence which,
when it is sufficient, is irresistible.
Professor Lowry, itn conveying the vote of thanks, said as he listened to the
Oration he was reminded of an expression made by the late Robert Campbell in
speaking of a young graduate of this school: "As long as the Belfast School of
Medicine can train and produce gra(luates of this calibre, it can well claim to be a
medical school of the first class." "If Mr. Campbell were here to-night," Professor
Lowry said, "I think he would unhesitatingly and with great justification pronounce
that eulogium on our young friend who has just addressed us." Professor Lowry
then presented Dr. Campbell with the bronze medal of the Orator.
ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE fourth meeting of the Society was held in the Medical Institute on Thursday,
5th January, at 6.30 p.m. The president, Professor Lowry, occupied the chair, and
introduced the speaker of the evening, Dr. Duncan White of Edinburgh, who read
a paper: "Radiological Diagnosis of Intra-thoracic Newgrowths." At the outset,
Dr. White stressed the necessity for close and efficient co-operation between phvsi-
cian and radiologist, if earlier andl more accurate diagnoses of intra-thoracic neo-
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radiology, laying especial emphasis upon the value of intratrachial instillation of
lipiodol to outline the bronchial tree, and of radiograms taken after the induction of
diagnostic artificial pneumothorax. A routine method of investigation could not,
however, be laid down; each case had to be considered as an individual problem. Dr.
White then classified tumours arising within the thoracic cage, recognizing media-
stinal, pulmonary, and pleural growths which might be either benign or malignant.
Using this classification, he illustrated his remarks with a series of extremely
beautiful lantern slides of the radiological findings. Dr. Beath, Dr. Foster Coates,
Dr. R. McCullough, and Professor Fullerton took part in the discussion of this
paper. Dr. McCullough laid stress upon the pleural effusion which is found so often
in cases of pulmonary carcinoma spreading to the pleura, and he mentioned how it
obscures the diagnosis both by its presence and its tendency to rapid re-accumulation
after aspiration. Mr. P. T. Crymble moved a vote of thanks to Dr. White for his
extremely interesting paper, and this was seconded by Professor W. W. D.
Thomson.
The fifth meeting of the Society was held on 2nd February at 8.30 p.m. The
president, Professor Lowry, occupied the chair. Mr. G. D. F. McFadden read a
paper entitled "The Early Symptoms of Acute Appendicitis." This paper attempted
to correlate the symptoms of acute appendicitis with the anatomical variations of
the position of the appendix. Many interesting points were raised, and an animated
discussion followed. It is hoped to publish this paper in the next number of the
Journal.
Ihe sixth meeting of the Society was held on 9th February at 8.30 p.m. The
president, Professor Lowry, occupied the chair. Papers were read by Dr. J. A.
Smyth and Mr. P. T. Crymble on "Toxic Goitre and Its Surgical Treatment."
These papers were really a combined effort in which the medical and surgical aspects
of the disease were discussed. It is hoped to publish these papers in the next
number of the Journal. Many interesting criticisms and questions were raised in
the discussion which followed the papers. In reply to these questions, Dr. Smyth
said that secondary exophthalmic goitre is the term now applied to cases of
exophthalmic goitre which later develop hyperthyroidism and exophthalmos.
Microscopically such glands were very difficult to distinguish from true primary
Graves's disease. The therapeutic effect of digitalis on the post-operative thyroid
crisis, Dr. Smyth said, is doubtful. A patient might show an increase in weight
with a raised B.M.R., provided that there is an adequate intake and storage of
food. Mr. Crymble said that in cases of exophthalmic goitre a small gland is very
potent, and a complete removal is necessary. He did not think it safe to take
away the whole thyroid gland, as there is the risk of tetany following the removal
of para-thyroid tissue at the same time. Auricular fibrillation had not been found
to contra-indicate operation.
The seventh meeting of the Society was held on 16th February at 8.30 p.m. The
president, Professor Lowry, occupied the chair. Two papers were read. The first
was by Mr. L. A. Bullwinkle, Registar-General and Statistician for Northern
141Ireland. *Mr. Bullwinkle drew attention to the memorandum of a Bill which it is
proposed to place on the statute book of Northern Ireland. The object of this Bill,
he said, is to give effect to the principal recommendations put forward in 1893
by the Select Committee on Death Certification (House of Commons Paper 373, of
1893), and intended to guard against (1) crime and (2) premature burial. This
Committee reported that they were much impressed "with the serious possibilities
implied in a system which permits death and burial to take place without the
production of satisfactory medical evidence of the cause of death. It is a most
important duty of society to guard its members against foul p'ay, and it appears to
your Committee that, as far as may be, it should be made impossible for any person
to disappear from his place in the community without any satisfactory evidence
being obtained of the cause of his disappearance. Your Committee, fortified with
the weighty opinions of the witnesses who have appeared before them, have arrived
at the conclusion that uncertified deaths should, as a class, cease to exist, and that
means should be devised whereby a medical certificate should be obtained in every
case not certified by a registered medical practitioner in attendance."
-The -lecturer then stated that in Northern Ireland there were 2.4 per cent. of
uncertified deaths in urban areas during 1931, and 13.9 per cent in rural areas. He
said also that doctors sometimes withheld the true cause of death on the certificate,
lest it might give offence to the deceased person's friends. Cancer was a common
example of this fault. The doctor knew quite well that the person had, for example,
died of cancer of the thorax, yet he certified the death to be due to chronic bron-
chitis. An interesting discussion followed, mainly around the question of what
constituted primary and secondary causes of death. Mr. Bullwinkle said that a
book on the subject had been published by the Government, which contained
the recommendations of an international committee on recognized causes of death.
He said he would be glad to present a copy of this book to the Society's library.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Gillespie to Mr. Bullwinkle for his very
instructive lecture. It was seconded by Dr. Trimble.
The second paper was by Dr. Robert Marshall. It was entit!ed "End-Results of
Intensive Alkaline Treatment of Gastric and Duodenal Ulcer." It appears on
another page of this number of the Journal.
The eighth meeting of the Society was held on 2nd March in the Pathological
and Bacteriological Laboratories, Queen's University. This was the annual labora-
tory meeting, and members of the Society exhibited many interesting pathological
and bacterio!ogical specimens. There was a good attendance of members.
The president of the Ulster Medical Society and Mrs. Lowry invited the members
of the Society to a reception and dance in the Grand Central Hotel, Belfast, on
Tuesday, 14th March. The president and Mrs. Lowry received the guests, who
numbered about three hundred, and a very pleasant evening was spent. The
evenings at which papers are read and medical matters are-discussed have their
use, but social evenings do a great deal for the general welfare of the profession
as a whole. The best thanks of the Society is therefore due to its president for
affording them an opportunity to meet in this social manner.
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THE second meeting of the session was held in the McMordie Hall on 25th
November, 1932. The president, Mr. Holmes, was in the chair. Colonel Langstaff
read a paper entitled "The Functions of a Casualty Clearing Station." This paper
was an account of the work done in a casualty clearing station, which, the lecturer
said, was the Mecca of the surgeon. The wounded who were brought in from the
front lines stayed only a few days in the casualty clearing station before being sent
to the general hospital at the base. The work was in the hands of two or three
surgeons, whose great resource and ability saved many a life. The president in a
short speech remarked on the valuable experience and speed acquired by the
casualty clearing station surgeons. Colonel Fullerton paid a tribute to the young
surgeons produced by the Great War, many of whom made a name for themselves
by their work in the casualty clearing stations. A vote of thanks to the speaker was
proposed by Mr. Shaw, and seconded by Mr. Donnan.
The annual smoker took place oni 16th December, 1932, and the annual dance on
27th January, 1933. Both functionis were a great success.
On Friday, 3rd February, 1933, a paper was read by Professor Young on "The
Allotted Spani." He began by assuring us that it was a fallacy that our allotted
span had increased by twenty years in the-last century. The expectation of life had
remained remarkably conistant since time immemorial. To the great question,
"What happens when we grow old?" the biologist, the chemist, and the physicist
have all given us theories, but the old saving that "a man is as old as his arteries"
is as good as any. The greatest factor is our original equipment or what our
ancestors have handed on to us. The speaker concluded by saying that a'lthough
we might not be able to make any appreciable increase to our threescore years and
ten, we could at least make the time at our disposal happy and useful. A vote of
thanks to the speaker was proposed by Miss Jackson and seconded by Mr. Shaw.
Students' night was held on Friday, 17th February, 1933. Papers were read by
Mr. Loughridge on "Medical Evidence," Mr. Shaw on "Thomas Sydenham," Mr.
Bingham on "Anesthetics," and MIr. Galbraith on "X-rays."
S.U.S,QS.U.B. R. B. BOAL, Hon. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
PORTADOWN AND WEST DOWN DIVISION
A MEETING of the above Division was held on Wednesday, 8th March, 1933, in the
Supera Cafe, Market Street, Lurgan. Dr. S. F. Floyd occupied the chair. Mr.
F. A. MacLaughlin, F.R.C.S. (surgeon-in-charge, Eye, Ear, and Throat Depart-
ment, Belfast Hospital for Sick Children), gave a paper entitled "Ophthalmological
Problems in General Practice." This paper was more of a practical talk than a
formal paper, and the members of the Division listened to it with great benefit and
interest.
Donacloney, Co. Downi. CHARLES BOu'CHER, lIon. Secretarv.
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mlHE thiird meeting of the session 1932-3 was held in the City and County Infirmary
at 8 p.m. on Friday, 16th December, 1932. In the absence of the president, Dr.
S. H. B. Allison of Killaloo, Dr. J. AIcCormick of Buncrana took the chair.
The subject was a discussion on the maniagement of the first stage of labour.
Dr. A. H. M. Eaton of the ryrone Countty Hospital led off with a very able, concise
paper, which was replie(l to by Dr. Emily Baillie of Londonderry. It would not be
fair to enlarge on the points brought out by the opening speakers, as they were
deliberately biassed in order to stimulate (liscussion. This received its due reward, as
the debate which followed was of an extremely lively character, every member
present taking part.
During January and February the influenza epidemic was so severe in the district
that two meetings had to be postponed.
The fourth meeting took place in the City and County Infirmary at 4.30 p.m. on
Friday, 3rd AMarch. Dr. Cooke, in the absence of the president, Dr. Allison, took
the chair. Dr. WV. G. MIcKinneV opened the proceeding with a very able analysis of
his cases during the recent inifluenza epidemic, and members followed giving obser-
vations of their own of the course of the disease, and the various complications
arising out of it.
A. L. JOHNSTON, Honz. Secretary.
19 Clarendon Street, I-olondonderry.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
NORTH-EAST ULSTER DIVISION
A MEETING was held onl Friday, 30th December, 1932, in Coleraine. Professor
Fullerton of Belfast gave a talk on "Renal Calculus: A Review of over Two Hundred
Cases." The speaker gave an interesting account of modern methods of diagnosis
and treatment, and described many interesting cases which he had met in his
practice. His remarks were illustrated by a fine collection of slides and specimens.
A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Professor Fullerton for travelling so far in
bad weather to give a most instructive and fascinating talk.
A meeting was held on Friday, 27th January, 1933, in the Coleraine Cottage
Hospital. The following medical films were shown: (1) Acute Appendicitis, (2) The
Treatment of Fracture of the Proximal End of the Femur (Bohler), (3) The Treat-
ment of Fracture of the Clavicle (Bohler).
J. M. HUNTER, Hon. Secretary.
1 Mervue, Portrush.
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